Your Ceremony Planner
By Ralph Griggs - ralph.griggs@gmail.com - 615-500-5747
Wedding date, time, location: ____________________________
Names as you want them used in the ceremony: ___________________________
Day of phone someone would answer: ___________________________________
· This is your ceremony planner template. Add, delete, personalize as much as you like.
· There are some links within this document to more resources if you need them
 Presentation of Bride and Welcome:
· Option 1: "Who gives this woman in marriage?"
· Option 2: "Who blesses this union by presenting this woman in marriage?
Escort makes statement such as “her mother and I do”, places BR’s hand on GR’s elbow as GR pivots around to stand beside his BR. (BR’s father may want to kiss his daughter & shake GR’s hand. BR & GR stand side by side facing the officiate, BR holding GR’s elbow or hand and her bouquet (up until the vows). BR’s mother sits to signal guests or officiate instructs.
· Standard Welcome:
"Groom & Bride, from your friendship a mutual love has developed as each of you has seen in the other those qualities of character that form the basis for a permanent life together. And so, you have made the decision to be joined together as husband and wife. Groom & Bride want to thank each of you for coming today to share in this very special time in their lives."
· Option Idea: Special Thank You to Guests:
"As family & friends, each of you has contributed something precious to the lives of Groom & Bride. They want you to know that your love, guidance, encouragement, & friendship will forever be valued. It is fitting that you should share in this celebration of their commitment to one another to live their lives as one; and they are happy that you are here."
· Looking to personalize more? Check out How to Have a No-Yawn Ceremony
[bookmark: _fq5xky8v5iex]  The Marriage Message:  
💒 Religious oriented thoughts: "Groom & Bride, your marriage will bring you all the joy you can imagine as both of you decide to love each other every day. And we decide to love each other each day in much the same way that Christ decided to love the church. His love is sacrificial because he gave his life. And his love endures because he never stops loving his church. When you decide to love each other in these ways, sacrificially and enduringly, you bring out the best in each other."
"The Bible tells us in very practical terms just what love is: 'Love is patient, love is kind. It does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails' (I Corinthians 13:4-8)"
Like something more? Maybe thoughts about the difference between a contract and a covenant.
💒  Romantic oriented thoughts:  "Groom & Bride, you’ve decided to be married today because you want to commit your love and your lives to one another. You believe that you can meet each other’s deepest needs for love and companionship. You’ve chosen each other to share in an intimate & trusting way all the hopes, joys and dreams of life. You understand that love is more than the warm glow of romance. It is caring as much about the welfare & happiness of your partner as your own. Your love for one another does not cause you to lose your own identity, but unites you in life’s goals and purposes.
"Marriage is love walking hand in hand together. It’s laughing with each other about silly little things, and learning to discuss big things with care and tenderness. In marriage, love is trusting each other when you are apart. It’s getting over disappointments and hurts, knowing that these are present in all relationships. It is the realization that there is no one else in this world that you’d rather be with than the one you are married to. It’s thinking of new things to do together; it’s growing old together. Marriage is being in love for the rest of your life." (by Chris Arids)
This is where you might have some additional readings either by me or friends or family. See some Favorite Readings
[bookmark: _wooflifnjc1f]  The Vows Ceremony
· Optional Preface to the Vows:
Before you exchange your vows, let's remember what a vow truly is. It's a solemn promise, a binding commitment of heart, mind, soul, and body. Your marriage becomes your top priority – a commitment that says, "I will never leave you," and one that will overcome any challenge. These aren't just more words; they are one of life's greatest gifts, to give and receive. We listen with awe as you make these promises.
· Transition to Vows: At this time, the Bride hands her bouquet to the maid of honor.  If you have not already turned to face each other, I will instruct you to do so. You can repeat these vows phrase by phrase after me – or I ask it in question form and you say “I do.” If you don’t tell me you want to repeat it, I will do it as a question.
· "Groom & Bride, would you please turn to face each other now and join hands as you prepare to make these vows of love to one another."
💒  Traditional Vows:
"I (or Do you…) Groom/Bride take you Bride/Groom to be my wedded wife/husband. And I do promise, before God & these witnesses, to be your loving & faithful husband/wife. In plenty & in need. In joy & in sorrow. In sickness & in health. For as long as we both shall live."
💒  Contemporary Vows:
"I (or Do You…) Groom/Bride, offer myself completely to you, Bride/Groom, to be your husband/wife in marriage. I promise to love you with all my heart, to be true and faithful, to be kind and caring, and to be unselfish in my love. I promise to stand beside you always – in good times and in difficult times. I pledge myself and all that I am, to you and you alone."
💒  Write Your Own Vows: Resources: Guide to Writing Your Own Vows and the Vow Generator
[bookmark: _rn4ubgsgktl5]  The Ring Ceremony and Vows
· Comments about the Bride’s Ring
"Groom, will you now take the ring you have for Bride. Groom, you are giving this ring to Bride as a symbol of your love for her. The ring is a circle so that it has no end. In a like manner, your love for Bride will have no end, but continue all the days of your life. You may now place the ring on Bride’s finger & repeat these vows."
· Comments about the Groom’s Ring:
"Bride, will you now take the ring you have for Groom. You are giving this ring to Groom as an outward sign of a commitment you are making to an endless bond of love. This ring is his ever-present reminder of your deep & abiding love. You may now place the ring on Groom’s finger & repeat these vows."
GR & BR will repeat vows to one another, phrase by phrase (as shown) after the officiate. You may select from these wordings or write your own.
💒  Traditional Ring Vows:
"With this ring, I thee wed, and I pledge to you my love, my devotion & my faithfulness, until death
💒  Contemporary Ring Vows:
"This ring I give to you, to symbolize the union of my life with yours. Your dreams are my dreams. Your hopes are my hopes. Your fears are my concerns. Your affection is my joy. Your love is my blessing, always and forever."
· The Blessing of the Rings:
"Groom & Bride, let these rings serve as a constant, silent reminder of your love & commitment. When you look at them, let them bring a smile to your face as you remember that there is someone you love more than anyone else in the world; and that there is someone who loves you more than anyone else in the world."
[bookmark: _uv1bz5mqkg49]💒 Optional Extras to Enhance Your Ceremony
💒  Option 1: A Unity Ceremony (e.g., Unity Candle, Wine Box Ceremony). There are many choices here. Do a little online research if you like. Maybe you have seen something unique that you want to include. Or nothing here.
💒  Option 2: The Hands Ceremony
"Groom and Bride, would you please join hands where you may see the gift they are to one another."
"Groom, these are the hands of your best friend that are holding yours on your wedding day, as she pledges her love and commitment to you all the days of her life. These are the hands that will hold you tight as you struggle through difficult times. These are the hands that will comfort you when you are sick, or console you when you are grieving. These are the hands that will love you and cherish you through the years, for a lifetime of happiness. These are the hands that will give you support as she encourages you to chase down your dreams. Together as a team, everything you wish for can be realized."
"Bride, these are the hands of your best friend that are holding yours on your wedding day, as he promises to love you all the days of your life. These are the hands that will work alongside yours, as together you build your future, as you laugh and cry, as you share your innermost secrets and dreams. These are the hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your eyes; tears of sorrow and tears of joy. These are the hands that will comfort you in illness and hold you when fear and grief trouble your mind. These are the hands that will tenderly lift your chin and brush your cheek as they raise your face to look into his eyes; eyes that are filled completely with his overwhelming love and desire for you."
[bookmark: _1jw8xddab3lo]  Marital Admonition and/or Prayer
💒  Marital Admonition:
"Groom & Bride, may you not try to change each other, for then you will lose what you fell in love with. Instead, each day find something new about your mate to fall in love with. When individual differences come into conflict, resolve them without hurting, and do not store up a single day of resentment. May the challenges of your life together be met with courage & optimism. May you learn from your failures & grow in your achievements. May the spirit of love be ever a part of your lives, so that the union we celebrate here today be worthy of continued celebration in all of life’s tomorrows."
💒  Prayer of Blessing:
"Our Father in heaven, we thank you for all the blessings you bring into our lives. Our thoughts now are especially of the gift of marriage, because we know that marriage is a gift of your love, given to us as a blessing to fulfill our need for companionship. We thank you for Groom & Bride, for the love they have for one another. And now for the commitment that they have made to each other in becoming husband & wife. And we pray that their love & commitment will only grow stronger in the days and years to come. We ask that you bless them and their families richly in every possible way. We pray through Your name, Amen."
[bookmark: _u5bxzecq90wo]  Pronouncement, Kiss, Presentation, Final Remarks
💒 Pronouncement: "Groom & Bride, because you have made these vows of love & commitment to one another in the presence of God and these witnesses, and with the blessings of family & friends, by the authority vested in me I now pronounce you to be husband and wife."
💒  The Kiss:  "Groom, you may now kiss your Bride!"
After kiss, BR turns to get her bouquet. BR & GR turn to face audience; maid of honor helps with positioning of BR’s dress.
💒  Presentation: "Ladies and gentlemen! I present to you Mr. and Mrs.  _______________________!"  Or enter however you want to be introduced.
💒  Post-Recessiional Remarks:
"On behalf of Groom & Bride, let me thank all of you for coming today. The wedding party will spend a few minutes taking pictures, and will join you shortly at the reception.



